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[image: image1]Mr. David Colbert & Mr. Alec Curley,

Mr. Peter Ramsey,
4NW,





Mouchel,

Wigan Investment Centre,


St. John’s House,

Waterside Drive,



Queen Street,

Wigan,  WN3 5BA.     



Manchester, M2 5JB.

Monday, February 1st, 2010  
Dear David, Alec and Peter,

A51/ A500 ROUTE MANAGEMENT STUDY REPORT   
This submission is in response to your request for comments from Project Advisory Group members on the A51/ A500 Route Management Study Report.  
Over-arching comments
Whilst the report breaks down the study route into sections, sets out a series of facts and figures about them and compares flows, speed and collision figures with national averages, it is not unfair to ask the question – how much does it add to the sum total of the knowledge of Cheshire East and Cheshire West & Chester highways engineers?  (Presumably, they supplied most of the base statistics?).  Perhaps its greatest value is in raising awareness with them of the need to reduce carbon emissions (?)
Specific comments
Although the body of the report mentions the parallel rail route and the fact it has spare freight and passenger capacity, it does not transfer these facts across into the ‘Challenges’ (ie. the challenge of getting more freight and people onto rail) in 5.1 or into Appendix G.  Nor does it pick this up under ‘Potential Actions’ (para. 6.2) where ‘increasing rail freight’ should appear under no. 4 and ‘increasing train passenger nos’.  under no. 5.  Similarly, there is no mention of this in the ‘Conclusions’ (para. 7).

Under ‘Proposed Action’ no. 2 (para. 6.2) it would be appropriate to suggest having a hierarchy of roads as a way of channelling more road freight onto the trunk roads.  
Bullet point 4 of ‘Proposed Action’ no. 5 should recommend “Improvements to the strategic and local bus network”.  Following on from the MIDMAN multi-modal study, Cheshire County Council proposed a series of strategic bus routes which they called ‘C-Net’  across the former County of Cheshire.  However, we would hold up as best practice the award-winning Lincolnshire  Inter-Connect project which consists of fast, high quality buses/ coaches traversing the whole County with good feeder services.
Finally, re. Appendix B.  It should be noted that the Crewe Rail Gateway project has been superseded by ‘Crewe Visioning’ and it is inaccurate to state (on p.60) that a scheme is currently being developed to widen the M6 to dual four lanes.  The HA announced some time ago they were dropping that proposal in favour of hard 
shoulder running and details of that for this section of the M6 are currently awaited.
Yours sincerely, 
LILLIAN BURNS, Convenor
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Official address:  Greater Manchester Transport Resource Unit, St. Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ
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