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[image: image1]Mr. David Clark and


Ms. Kathryn Powell, 
Mr. Mohammed Swapan,

Case Leader,
Highways Agency,


Infrastructure Planning Commission,
Piccadilly Gate,


Temple Quay House,
Store Street,



Temple Quay,
Manchester,



Bristol,
M1 2WD.



BS1 6PN.
Monday, April 4th, 2011

Dear Mr. Clark & Mr. Swapan,

A556 KNUTSFORD TO BOWDON – PRE APPLICATION PLANNING STAGE
The North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) is one of eight regional roundtables operating under the auspices of the Campaign for Better Transport (CfBT) which promotes sustainable transport.  Our terms of reference and submissions we have made on a wide variety of transport issues can be viewed on our website:  www.nwtar.org.uk. 
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is a charity established 80 years ago to promote the beauty, tranquility and diversity of rural England by advocating the sustainable use of land and other natural resources.

Since the NW TAR came into being 13 years ago, one or both bodies have responded to every formal consultation stage during the evolution of various strategies for the A556.  NW TAR had a seat on the MIDMAN Multi-Modal Study steering group that looked in some detail at the M6 corridor between junctions 11a and 20 and also at the A556.  It also served on the subsequent study devoted specifically to the A556 which was run by the Highways Agency.

For information, we attach here the last joint submission made by NW TAR in concert with the CPRE North West Regional Group to the last consultation held by the Highways Agency on the A556 in December 2009.  
NW TAR and CPRE are writing to you on this occasion because we were advised to do so by Ms. Kathryn Powell, the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC) case leader for the A556 Knutsford to Bowdon proposal, in order to ensure that we are registered as interested parties in the new planning process.  You are well aware of our stance on off-line and solely highway-based solutions to the A556, but the IPC is not.   
continued …
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To re-iterate and coalesce, for the benefit of the IPC, some of our views/ objections:

We believe the Highways Agency was wrong to withdraw its plans to improve the A556 junction with the A5034 at the Swan Hotel.  Your plan for a ‘G’ type junction at this dangerous intersection would have been a relatively low-cost method of reducing accidents. 
We maintain that the present scheme does not abide by the instruction given to the Highways Agency by the Secretary of State for Transport (Alistair Darling, M.P.) when he turned down the HA’s proposal for an A556 (M), primarily because of its landscape impacts.  He instructed the HA to go away and come forward with an on-line solution.  The present alignment has a significant proportion which is off-line.  It is therefore entirely inappropriate and misleading for the HA to describe it as ‘on-line’, an ‘up-grade’ or an ‘improvement’.      

WebTAG requires that a series of multi-modal options should be explored before one is promoted and taken forward.  Neither the HA nor GMPTE not Cheshire East Council (or Cheshire County Council before it) ever carried out a feasibility study into the public transport options which were recommended by the MIDMAN Study.  The consultants who serviced that study, Over Arup and Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick, recommended that serious consideration should be given to the concept of having a parkway station somewhere near where the Mid-Cheshire railway line crosses the M6 motorway.  (In effect, this could be a replacement to the existing Lostock Gralam and Plumley stations).  Motorists from north and south on the M6 and from the A556 to the west of the motorway heading towards Manchester could park up here and mount an improved heavy rail service into the city or a Metrolink (light rail) service extended out from Altrincham (potentially along the same line).  This idea was discussed with some enthusiasm during the MIDMAN deliberations but was not explored further by any of the key partners other than being viewed in the most cursory manner.  This is not good enough because the proposal has the potential to remove significant road traffic from the A556.   
On the other hand, the current scheme has no modal shift potential and will merely encourage more road traffic movements.  Consequently, the overall CO2 emissions will increase and the existing AQMA area will have no or little relief due to the prevailing wind.  This scheme is also an unnecessarily costly way of relieving access problems for a small number of householders who live on the east of the A556 immediately north of the A50 Mere cross roads.  The entrance to the Mere Golf and Country Club is an issue which can and should be dealt with separately.  In short, the HA’s proffered solution to the A556 corridor problems are unsustainable and over-engineered and would detrimentally impact on Green Belt and good quality agricultural land.  
In addition, we are puzzled by the sudden elevation in the ranking of this scheme. It is only a year ago this month since the HA made its ‘amended preferred route announcement’ and the scheme is still only progressing through its preliminary design stages.  No economic impact assessment has been carried out and the scheme lags far behind the others in the category of those to be delivered in the next few years as announced by government as part of the CSR.  In other words, a robust case for the current scheme does not yet exist.  It has been prematurely endorsed.      

The above is a brief summary of some of our objections, set down for the purposes of the new planning process.  We would appreciate a formal acknowledgement of this letter.  Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

LILLIAN BURNS, Convenor, NW TAR/ CPRE North West Regional Group






NW TAR  CORE GROUP 














Convenor:  








LILLIAN BURNS


Director, TravelWatch NorthWest/


CPRE NW Regional Group


25 Heybridge Lane, 


Prestbury Cheshire SK10 4ES


t:   01625 829492


f:  01625 828015  


e: BrLlln@aol.com








Members:





DAVID BUTLER


CTC Right-to-Ride representative


10 Gladstone Grove


Stockport, SK4 4DA


t:   0161 432 4611


e: dsbutler@ntlworld.com 





PETER COLLEY


Federation of Cumbrian 


Amenity Societies/ NW ACTs


Friends of the Lake District


12 Rawes Garth 


Staveley   Cumbria   LA8 9QH


t:  01539 821629  


e:  colleygarth@ btopenworld.com





JANET CUFF


Ramblers Association/ CPRE


33 Tatton Road North


Stockport   SK4 4QX


t:  0161 431 7654


e:  Janet.Cuff@talktalk.net





ADRIAN DUNNING


NW Association of Civic Trusts


11 Crombouke Fold, Worsley 


Manchester  M28 1ZE


t:  0161 790 9507  


e:  ajdunning@gmail.com





SANDRA DUTSON


NW TAR  Treasurer/ Road Peace 


18 Trafalgar Road


Salford   M6 8JD


t:  0161 707 3546


e:  smdutson@btinternet.com





HELEN RIMMER 


North West Campaigner,


Friends of the Earth


60 Duke St  Liverpool L1 5AA


t:  0151 707 4328





Webmaster:


GRAEME SHERRIFF


e: Graeme@edibleecosystems.net








__________________________________________________________  __________  __________________________________________________________________ 

Official address:  Greater Manchester Transport Resource Unit, St. Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ

[image: image2.bmp]