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	  Mr. Michael Gallagher,

  Director of Planning, Transport & Housing,

  4NW,

  Wigan Investment Centre,
  Wigan,  WN3 5BA.

  Wednesday, November 12th, 2008 

  Dear Michael,

  REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR ENGLAND’S NORTH WEST 
  This letter is in response to your request to members of the 4NW 

  Regional Transport Group for feedback on the presentation you made to 

  them at their last meeting on November 4th about the (single) Regional 

  Strategy which will replace the RSS and the RES.  You asked members 

  to consider what they would like to see in the ‘Issues and Principles’ 
  paper that will be published early in the New Year.   Here are some 
  comments on behalf of the North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR).

1.  You canvassed a possible ‘Vision’ but asked that there should not 

be a debate at this stage about detailed wording.  Consequently,

we will do no more than point up the fact that the draft ‘Vision’ makes no reference to climate change or to carbon reduction.
2. There is growing concern amongst environmentalists and in the

voluntary sector that environmental and social issues will not be

afforded equal weight with economic factors in the new single strategy.  This fear was heightened by the research papers which the North West Development Agency recently consulted upon.  They were entirely economic-focused.  It is to be hoped that the authors of the ‘Issues and Options’ papers familiarise themselves with the responses submitted to that consultation by Voluntary Sector North West (VSNW), North West Environment Link (NWEL) and by NW TAR.

3. Our concern about lack of balance and over-emphasis on economic 

growth has been further fuelled by the discovery that the NWDA are currently carrying out a limited consultation amongst a few key regional stakeholders on no less than 33 strategic regional sites.  Apparently, the proposal is to consult with wider stakeholders in the near future. There are quite sufficient strategic regional sites.  To suggest so many more shows contempt for environmental capacity.

4. NW TAR are members of North West Environment Link who have separately submitted a paper suggesting the fundamental principles that should underpin the new strategy.  We wish to endorse that.  
  Yours sincerely,

  LILLIAN BURNS

 Convenor, NW TAR/VSNW representative on the Regional Transport Group



