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[image: image1]Mr. Neil Cumberlidge/Ms. Tracy Mawson,     Mr. Michael Gallagher,
North West Development Agency,
        NW Regional Leaders Board
Renaissance House,


        c/o St. Helens Council,

Centre Park,



        Town Hall,

Warrington,



        Victoria Square

WA1 1QN.



         St. Helens,   WA10 1HP.

Wednesday, October 6th, 2010

Dear Neil, Tracy and Michael,

FUTURE NORTH WEST CONSULTATION

The North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR), along with all the other regional roundtables in England, was established by Transport 2000 (the Campaign for Better Transport’s predecessor) nearly 12 years ago, primarily to interact with the formulation of regional and sub-regional planning and transport policy.   During this time it has taken up all the opportunities afforded to it to argue the case for sustainability to be embedded in policy and decision making.  These have included serving on the North West Regional Assembly Planning, Environment & Transport Key Priority Group - via North West Environment Link (NWEL) - and on the 4NW Leaders Board Regional Transport Group (RTG) - via Voluntary Sector North West - as well as on the Regional Transport Advisory Group.   
NW TAR has taken an especially active role in the North West Regional Spatial and Regional Transport Strategy process and, we believe, had a positive effect on them.  We were therefore disappointed by being refused a seat on the Regional Strategy Advisory Group (RSAG) set up as a sounding board for the evolution of the single integrated regional strategy, especially as no other sustainable transport organisation (eg. TravelWatch NorthWest) was awarded a seat on it either.  The distribution of seats on this (large) body has been strongly slanted in favour of economic interests.   Social interests have been championed by VSNW in particular but not well served in terms of numbers and environmental NGO representation has been nominal.  Additionally, up until them ceasing to exist in June, the 4NW Regional Transport Group (RTG) and Regional Planning Group (RPG) were both denied the opportunity for in-depth consideration of the emerging new single strategy, then called RS 2010, since re-named ‘Future North West’.  This despite requests for them to do so from NW TAR and NWEL. And, pre and post the general election, the RTG was not asked to advise the Leaders Board on future priorities for major transport investment.  These were most regrettable decisions. We wish to record here our concern at the RTG and RPG not being used for the prime purpose for which they were established. 
continued …
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Comments on the document:  Future North West: Our Shared Priorities
Following the scrapping of all regional strategies, notably the statutory Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, the ‘Future North West’ document will not be given the validity of going before a panel of planning inspectors at an examination in public process and will not be legally binding.   However, it seeks general ‘buy-in’ from its claims to:

(1) have a sound evidence base,

(2) have been developed “through close collaboration between partners covering the private, public and third sectors throughout the North West” and 

(3) through the fact it has had a sustainability assessment conducted.
(1) The evidence base very much reflects the fact that the principal partner in the evolution process has been the Regional Development Agency.  Its pre-occupation with economic interests and economic viewpoints mirrors the composition of the Regional Strategy Advisory Group (RSAG). The amount of time, effort and investment put into collecting social and environmental information and reflecting the views of the social and environmental sectors bears no relation-ship to that expounded on economic matters.  In other words, from the outset, the balance of economic, social and environmental interests which was so fundamental to RSSs has not been apparent in the compilation of the single integrated strategy being prepared to replace it and the Regional Economic Strategy (RES). 
(2) The “partners” have not been evenly balanced across the sectors.  There have been only a couple of NGO environmental representatives on the advisory group out of a huge membership of over 40.  There has been no representation at all on behalf of a non-aligned sustainable transport body.  This, despite the fact the new strategy, in replacing the RSS, was taking over the Regional Transport Strategy. 
(3) The sustainability assessment seems to have been conducted on the previous version of the single integrated regional strategy, not the one on which the consultation is based.  This one appears to be a last-minute re-write, presumably by a few officers of the NWDA and 4NW.  It was not seen or signed off by the RSAG before going out to consultation.  Most reprehensible of all is the emphasis it gives to the concept of an ‘Atlantic Gateway’, a very large scale commercial aspiration involving about 50 major schemes, evolved and driven in the main by one commercial interest, Peel Holdings.   The Chairman of Peel Holding is also the Chairman of the North West Development Agency.  RSAG has not discussed the Atlantic Gateway, which covers a large area of North Cheshire Green Belt.
Whilst the document does contain some welcome words about sustainability and a very welcome section indeed on the need to work within environmental limits, and even has something to say about sustainable transport, reducing the need to travel and reducing carbon, it then contradicts itself in its exposition of airports and aviation and the need for “connectivity” and pays insufficient heed to the need for sustainable tourism and local sourcing, to flood threats or to the quality of design in the provision of infrastructure.  And it appears to fail to fully comprehend the role that the natural environment plays in its present state (without major alteration) as a carbon sink, in the absorption of rainwater and in community well-being and the role that the Green Belt plays in separating communities, providing green lungs for built-up areas and supplying local foods for local markets.  This document has too many flaws for the NW TAR to be able to endorse it.
Yours sincerely,
LILLIAN BURNS, Convenor
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