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[image: image1]Transport Policy Unit,

Manchester City Council,

Room 308, Town Hall,

Manchester, M60 2LA.

Tuesday, March 9th, 2010  
Dear Sir or Madam,

TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR MANCHESTER CITY CENTRE   
This response to the consultation on the draft Transport Strategy for Manchester City Centre is from the North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) which is one of eight regional roundtables that operate under the auspices of the Campaign for Better 

Transport (formerly Transport 2000).  We are voluntary umbrella alliances that represent many non-governmental organisations, lobbying for sustainable transport outcomes, sustainable land use, a low carbon future and healthy lives.

We welcome the emphasis on public transport – most particularly the determination to address the ‘Manchester Rail Hub’ -  and the admission that integration across transport modes is currently “limited” and ticketing requires improvement (para 97).  Also the promise to deliver a package of ‘Smarter Travel’ measures (paras. 4, 96 & 170 -178).  But we note an important ‘smarter choice’ omission - the provision of a large fleet of high quality, low-emission school buses as envisaged in  the TIF bid - and we are not supportive of the expressed determination to deliver a series of road scheme ‘improvements’ (para. 142) and substantial amounts of extra car parking.  We have serious doubts whether the strategy would lead to the necessary reduction in carbon emissions required under the Climate Change Act and we would criticise the consultation document for, on the one hand, maintaining that improving air quality will be an important strand of the strategy (paras. 4.3 and 4.4) but, on the other, not presenting projections for greenhouse gas emissions based on the strategy proposed.
All local authorities are required to play their part in reducing GHG emissions, notably carbon.  For this to be achieved in the city centre, the Council will have to prioritise modal shift away from cars.  To this end, they need to be very active partners in the Manchester Rail Hub proposals and in the improvements they admit are needed to city centre railway stations, including access to them.  These aspirations require a far greater commitment to sustainable transport than is evident from the long list of proposed road schemes.  Also, whilst there are some fine words about walking and cycling, we would like to see more evidence of serious engagement with active travel by the promotion of really robust cycling and walking plans.  The cycling strategy needs to include a promise to supply significant extra cycle parking provision all over the city - including at all railway stations - and a rolling out of junctions designed with cyclists in mind everywhere, not just for major interchanges.  Both the cycling and the walking strategies must address areas where there are serious conflicts with buses and more needs to be done on the interconnection between health and active travel.  
Yours sincerely,

LILLIAN BURNS, Convenor
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Official address:  Greater Manchester Transport Resource Unit, St. Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ
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