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[image: image1]Sir Howard Bernstein,

Chief Executive,

Manchester City Council,

Town Hall,

Manchester, M60 2LA.

Monday, February 15th, 2010

Dear Sir Howard,

GREATER MANCHESTER CITY REGION GOVERNANCE CONSULTATION   
The North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) responded to the previous transport governance consultation in Greater Manchester last year.  Although matters have since moved on with the enactment of the Local Democracy and Economic Develop-ment and Construction Act and the granting of Statutory City Region Pilot status to Greater Manchester, almost all the remarks we made in our last submission on this subject are still relevant.  We would refer you to our response on the ‘consultation’ page of the NW TAR website (www.nwtar.org.uk), under September 2009.

We are concerned that:

· these proposals, like the earlier ones, place too much power in too few hands

· the  individual Unitary Authorities would lose responsibility for road safety  (this might lead to some smaller schemes not being delivered on the ground) 
· detail is lacking with regard to regional working and inter-city region working
· detail is lacking in respect of cross boundary working – particularly with the new Cheshire East Unitary Authority which, according to the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), is a part of the Manchester City Region.  (The proposal is to call the new authority ‘Manchester City Region Combined Authority’.  Is this not confusing in terms of what the RSS recognises as the ‘City Region’?)
· carbon is only seen in terms of a “low carbon economy” (six references in all, mainly  to housing/commercial developments but not relating  to transport) 
· other than a promise to produce a Sustainable Community Strategy, wider commitments are still lacking with regard to sustainability.  For instance it is proposed there should be a “power to encourage visitors and inward tourism”  (p.18) with no recognition of the need for sustainable tourism. 

· commitments are lacking with regards to equality and social inclusion

We would commend to the emerging new authority the modus operandi for working which has been adopted by 4NW, the Leaders Forum, and – before them – the North West Regional Assembly.   This has included a 40% representation of ‘SEEPS’ – Social, Economic and Environmental Partners.  This helps to ensure more balanced policies.
Yours sincerely,

LILLIAN BURNS, Convenor
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Official address:  Greater Manchester Transport Resource Unit, St. Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ
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