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[image: image1]Mr. David Colbert,                                           Mr. Richard Elliott & Mr. Jonathan Marsh,          
& Mr. Richard Ellis-Hobbs,                             WSP Development & Transportation,          
4NW,                                                                  The Victoria,            
Wigan Investment Centre,                             150-182 The Quays,           
Wigan, WN3 5BA                                             Salford, M50 3SP.          

Monday, January 25th, 2009

Dear David, Richard, Richard and Jonathan,
DaSTS NW Study 3: Access to the Port of Liverpool
The North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) are responding here to the request for feedback made by consultants WSP and by MDS Transmodal  on January 12th at the first Project Advisory Group (PAG) meeting for the DaSTS NW Study 3 on Access to the Port of Liverpool.  This is the first submission by NW TAR on this study as we were not offered an opportunity to comment on the consultants’ brief.
For your information, the NW TAR is one of eight regional roundtables established over 10 years ago under the auspices of the Campaign for Better Transport (formerly Transport 2000).  The transport roundtables are voluntary alliances which represent many non-governmental organisations.  We lobby for sustainable transport outcomes, sustainable land use, a low carbon future and healthy lives and we engage primarily at the policy level.  We are not a direct action organisation. 
We would like to begin by welcoming this more holistic approach to a perceived problem which we trust will be closely following the latest Department for Transport web-based transport appraisal guidance (WebTAG).  

The ‘In Draft’ versions of TAG Units 1.2  (Transport Appraisal),  2.2 (Objectives and Problems) and 2.5  (The Appraisal Process),  along with the latest expert WebTAGs published this month,  promulgate the correct approach to transport interventions as being first of all to begin by understanding the current situation,  then considering what it is that is trying to be achieved and only then coming forward with a series of possible options and solutions,  all of which need to be tested.   We wholeheartedly endorse this approach and the introduction into these TAG Units of the DaSTS (Delivering a Sustainable Transport Strategy) principles.   This is a far cry from the approach that resulted in the Highways Agency’s present scheme,  A5036  Access to Port of Liverpool,  which is in the North West Regional Funding Advice.   The origin of this was the out-moded ‘predict and provide’ approach which has resulted in a road scheme that would devastate what the Mersey Forest describe as an important green finger of countryside running between Crosby and Litherland  – the Rimrose Valley.   It should be noted that the cost of this HA scheme has not been up-dated for a year.
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In addition to complying with WebTAG, the work currently underway also needs to adhere to the government’s emerging policy for ports and to the Draft National Policy Statement for Ports, currently out for consultation.  This states (in para. 1.10.2 on page 10):

“in order to help meet the requirements of the Government’s policies on sustainable development, new port infrastructure should also:

· preserve, protect and where possible improve marine and terrestrial biodiversity
· minimise emissions of greenhouse gases from port-related development

· be well designed, functionally and environmentally

· be adapted to the impacts of climate change
· minimise use of greenfield land

· contribute to local, regional employment, regeneration and development

· ensure competition and security of supply

· provide high standards of protection for the natural environment

· ensure that access to and condition of heritage assets are maintained and improved where necessary and

· enhance access to port and the jobs, services and social networks they create, including for the most disadvantaged”
Similarly, the master plan for the Port of Liverpool which Peel Ports are currently drawing up, will also have to meet these criteria.

Other additional points we would like to make at the outset of this study are:
(a) It is not appropriate to assume that all the freight movements passing through the Port of Liverpool are essential and must be catered for.  If the region is serious about sourcing local products for local markets, trying to reduce unnecessary transport movements and improving freight logistics – all aspirations much repeated over recent years – then this should be factored into calculations

(b) Similarly, there needs to be an educated calculation made of how much freight could be shifted to and from Manchester via the Ship Canal, especially once Port Salford becomes operational

(c) Another factor to be taken into account is an improved alternative route to the Port of Liverpool (ie. other than Dunnings Bridge Road).  This is the Hall Lane Strategic Gateway Improvement.  The DfT announced in August last year that it is to invest up to £17.1 m. to sort out the Hall Lane bottleneck.   This will make the M62 approach to Liverpool (and the docks) more attractive than it currently is.
(d) The aspirations for the Manchester Rail Hub must be factored into future scenarios as these include improvements that will assist rail freight movements throughout the north of England, not just NW
The NW TAR welcome the proposal to carry out origin and destination work.  This will provide some very useful base information.  We also welcome the reassurances that getting more freight onto rail will be a key consideration.  We trust the study will address the funding of rail schemes versus road schemes. 
Yours sincerely,

NICK THOMPSON
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