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[image: image1]Northern Route Utilisation Strategy,
RUS Programme Manager,

Network Rail,

Kings Place,

90 York Way,

London, N1 9AG.

Friday, January 7th, 2011

Dear Sir or Madam,

NORTHERN ROUTE UTILISATION STRATEGY DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION

The North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) is one of eight regional roundtables operating under the auspices of the Campaign for Better Transport (formerly Transport 2000) which promotes sustainable transport.
We were represented at the ‘round one’ RUS events and produced formal submissions upon most of the RUSs that affected our region.   We also attended the Manchester Northern RUS event on November 18th last year.
Our comments on the Northern Route Utilisation Draft are as follows:

There is much to commend.  NW TAR particularly welcomes Network Rail’s support for the Northern Rail Hub (formerly the Manchester Hub) which encompasses a wide range of physical improvements.  It is essential that this is taken forward in order to improve rail movements throughout the north of England and beyond.  This must include the provision of a fourth platform at Manchester Airport, as supported in this RUS.  We also welcome plans for longer trains and platforms, layout improvements at Liverpool Lime Street and elsewhere and the news that some extra peak services can be accommodated along with the government’s confirmation of more electrified lines. 
The much improved approach to the counting of passenger numbers is long overdue but most heartily welcomed.  However, because of the remaining uncertainty as to whether or not the new system is yet picking up all journeys, eg. those made on multi-use tickets, we endorse the use of high passenger forecasts.  And, although we recognise that the seven-day railway receives some consideration in the draft RUS, we would like to see more real determination about delivering a seven-day railway and more evening services reflected in detailed plans as to what is required to make this possible.   
continued …

2

We note an inaccurate statement.  The draft RUS is wrong to imply that the Blackpool North to Wigan electrification already exists.  Would that it did!


Gaps which do not appear to have been thoroughly tackled are:

· Manchester Airport westwards to Chester and North Wales.
· Manchester to Newcastle.  (We note the reference to infill electrification between Leeds and York but much more needs to be done - urgently - to improve Trans Pennine travel times).
· Liverpool to Scarborough (short term) and Liverpool to Newcastle (medium term).
· Connectivity at Carlisle.
· Making better use of freight paths and of the Tyne Valley route, especially for freight. (There is a dire need for more west-east capacity).
In addition, there needs to be a greater tie in with the second generation Scottish RUS, the West Coast Main Line RUS and the East Coast Main Line Capacity Review.
Also, we are of the opinion that local rail services have not been given sufficient consideration and neither has the issue of rural connectivity.  Whilst these and commuter journeys around Greater Manchester would be helped by the Northern Hub initiative, it would not aid commuter services elsewhere and there is nothing to improve services in areas such as the Hope Valley which is just outside Greater Manchester.  Also neglected are many important feeder routes, particularly the Windermere line.

It needs to be recognised that station improvements are going to be essential where platforms are to be lengthened, thereby encouraging greater station usage.  But upgrades are also needed across the board below the level of the top category of station.  The conditions that passengers are expected to endure on the majority of stations is simply not acceptable in the 21st century. 

Similarly, there is going to need to be more parking provision across the board in order to encourage modal shift.  We note the emphasis on parking at major stations in city centres but the fact of the matter is that, outside of the capital, most people do not live in city centres.  Car owners need to be encouraged to drive less and to use their local rail stations.
Finally, we note that, once again, the recommendations which came out of the multi-modal studies have not been reviewed as part of this exercise.  Millions of pounds of public money was spent on consortia of top-ranking consultants when the multi-modal studies were carried out over a period of about three years.  (This included rail specialists).  They came forward with many excellent suggestions for possible rail improvements but most were not even taken as far as feasibility exercises.   Just as an example, SEMMMS (South East Manchester Multi Modal Study) recommended tram trains between Macclesfield and Manchester and the MIDMAN study suggested there should be a parkway station on the Mid-Cheshire railway line near where it crosses the M6 where drivers could park up and catch an improved heavy rail service into central Manchester or the Metrolink light rail service, which could be extended from Altrincham to the same point.  The rail recommendations in these studies should at least be reviewed.
We hope our comments are of some value.

Yours sincerely,

LILLIAN BURNS, Convenor
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