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	  The Transport & Works Act (TWA) Orders Unit,
  Department for Transport,

  Zone 9/09, Southside,

  105 Victoria Street,

  London SW1 6DT. 

  Friday, July 18th, 2008 

  Dear Sir or Madam,

  THE RIVER MERSEY (MERSEY GATEWAY BRIDGE) ORDER 

  This submission represents a holding objection on behalf of both the North 

  West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) and the Campaign to Protect Rural 

  England (CPRE) North West Regional Group to:

· the application by Halton Borough Council for a Transport & Works Act  Order to build the Mersey Gateway Bridge over the River Mersey at Halton
· the application for planning permission for the new Mersey Gateway Bridge  
· the application by Halton B.C. for road user charging scheme orders for the proposed new bridge and for the existing A533 Silver Jubilee Bridge 

· the applications for Compulsory Purchase & Side Road Orders and for permissions relating to Rights of Way

  It should be noted that NW TAR and CPRE have also objected to the planning 

  applications and listed building consents which Halton B.C. has lodged with 

  itself for other extraneous work associated with this project and the two 

  organisations have jointly responded to the Environmental Statement.    
  The North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) is an umbrella body that 

  lobbies for sustainable transport and land use and healthy lives.  We are a 

  voluntary alliance which represents many non-governmental environmental 

  organisations (NGOs) at the regional and sub-regional level and hold seats on 

  the North West Regional Assembly’s Regional Planning Group and on its 

  Regional Transport Group and also on the Highways Agency’s Northern 

  Environmental Committee.  Along with other Regional TARs around the 

  country, we were set up 10 years ago with pump-priming funding from the 

  then Countryside Agency which has since merged with English Nature to 

  become Natural England.  We operate under the auspices of the Campaign for  

  Better Transport (formerly Transport 2000) and are members of Voluntary 

  Sector North West (VSNW).  Our website is www.nwtar.org.uk. 
  The North West Regional Group of the Campaign to Protect Rural England is a

  charity that promotes the beauty, tranquility and diversity of rural England by
  encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town 

  and country.  The Regional Group has over 8,000 supporters and holds seats
  on the NWRA’s Regional Planning & Transport Groups and the HA’s Northern 

  Environmental Committee.  CPRE nationally is 80 years old, has more than  

  60,000 members and supporters and a group in each region.  The patron is 
  Her Majesty The Queen.  The regional website is www.cprenorthwest.org.uk. 
  Both NW TAR and CPRE NW are members of North West Environment Link.   
continued … 


2
NW TAR and CPRE’s objections to the entire project are expressed in some detail in our joint submissions to Halton Borough Council in response to the planning applications, planning statement and to the environ-mental statement.  In brief, our concerns cover all five guiding principles of sustainability identified by the UK government.  We maintain that the project of which the TWA orders are a part does not comply with :
· Living within environmental limits

· Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society

· Achieving a sustainable economy

· Promoting good governance 
· Using sound science responsibly

Our contention is that constructing a six-lane road bridge and associated major infrastructure works, which include significant amounts of road widening and toll booths areas, would contravene these principles and hinder carbon reduction targets. It would also fly in the face of the government’s Sustainable Development Action Plans, several national and regional planning documents, notably PPS 1 on Sustainable Development, the climate change supplement to PPS 1 and the Stern Report which government accepted.  
We contend the project would work counter to national sustainable development priority areas for action.  
(i)
It would not work towards achieving sustainable consumption and production
(ii) It would do nothing to aid goals for climate change and energy
(iii) It would have a negative effect on natural resource protection and environmental enhancement and
(iv)
It would not help to encourage sustainable communities
Nor does the project comply with key principles in the North West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), particularly the requirement to reduce the need to travel, nor with the regional sustainability framework, nor with the Climate Change Action Plan for the North West.   It does, however, affect Green Belt, open spaces and specially designated areas as well as communities, wildlife, birds and rights of way.
The fact of the matter is that the Mersey Gateway project is yet another major road scheme, albeit part of it would be mounted on an iconic new bridge.  In order to build that bridge and supporting infrastructure, it would be necessary to disturb decades of chemical dumping on land and in the River Mersey and make use of highly polluted land and marine environments and also vast quantities of aggregates and minerals.  Side effects would include induced traffic, increased oil consumption, pollution of various types that would impact on climate change and quality of life and likely health impacts on humans and eco systems.  Yet best practice has not been followed.  No health impact assessment has yet been carried out.   
In order to finance the project, the plan is to toll both the proposed new bridge and the existing Silver Jubilee Bridge, thereby introducing new costs into the lives of deprived communities living either side of the River Mersey in Halton which are amongst the most highly rated in the national health deprivation indices.   All these disbenefits would be brought about in the name of economic regeneration, despite the fact that previous similar claims (eg in respect of the Humber bridge) were shown to be without foundation and despite the fact that a leading government think tank, the Standing Advisory Committee on Trunk Road Assessment, proved in their report ‘Transport and the Economy’ 10 years ago there is no automatic connection between the provision of new highway infrastructure and economic benefits.  The opposite could in fact prove to be the case in this instance.  A key question which should be asked is this.  Why would businesses re-locate to Halton when, by so doing, they would impose unnecessary transport costs (the bridge tolls) on their staff, customers, suppliers and service providers, especially as the quality of life in Halton would be made poorer by increased amounts of through-traffic generated by the new bridge?  
NW TAR and CPRE would like to believe this seriously flawed scheme would not proceed, but have every reason to believe it will continue its progress through the planning process.  This being the case, we would like to register now that we intend to pursue the democratic rights afforded to us to expand on the case outlined above.  We therefore request that we are kept informed as to how the project is taken forward.  Thank you.
Yours faithfully,

LILLIAN BURNS

Convenor, North West Transport Roundtable/ CPRE North West Regional Group.  t. 01625 829492. e. BrLlln@aol.com
