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	  Mr. Paul Banks,
  Principal Route Planner, Lancashire & Cumbria,
  Network Rail,

  8th Floor, 40 Melton St.,

  London NW1 2EE. 

  Friday, July 18th, 2008 

  Dear Mr. Banks,

  LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA ROUTE UTILISATION STRATEGY
  Thank you for your invitation to comment upon the Lancashire & Cumbria RUS.
  For your information, the North West Transport Roundtable (NW TAR) is an 

  umbrella body that lobbies for sustainable transport and land use and healthy 

  lives.  We are a voluntary alliance which represents many non-governmental 

  environmental organisations (NGOs) at the regional and sub-regional level.  We 

  operate under the auspices of the Campaign for Better Transport (formerly 

  Transport 2000). Our website is www.nwtar.org.uk. 
  Our comments are as follows:
   We welcome:  the intention to protect the Skipton-Colne route, the proposal to 

   extend peak services beyond Blackburn to Clitheroe and planned improve-

   ments to the Ormskirk-Preston service and the service to Sellafield.  We 

   support the option of an hourly service between Barrow and Carlisle.  
   We would like to see:  a better service between Manchester and Colne/Burnley, 

   the re-instatement of the Burscough South Chord, the electrification of the 

   Ormskirk-Preston line and, in due course, a better Settle-Carlisle service.
   We do not believe it would be a good idea to make it necessary to change 

   trains when travelling between Morecambe and Leeds and are greatly opposed 

   to reductions in services through to Windermere.  Large areas of the Lake 

   District suffer problems from unsustainable tourism.  This will not be addressed 

   without significant investment in good rail services and user-friendly stations. 
   At the opposite end of the scale to the high tourism demands on the National 

   Park area are the lack of it in areas such as Morecambe and the Cumbrian 

   coast.  There seems to be an assumption that this trend will continue.  Rather 

   than adopting this attitude, it would be much more helpful if there was a pro-

   active approach to bringing more tourism to Morecambe and the Cumbrian 

   coast.  All the tourism areas would benefit from better weekend services.   

   An over-arching comment we would make is to highlight that large tracts of the

   areas covered by this Route Utilisation Strategy are difficult to access and 

   many are socially deprived.  The importance of good rail services to these areas 

   cannot be underestimated.   Similarly, another matter which cannot be overly 

   stressed is the need to exhaust every opportunity to provide good transfer  

   facilities between modes of transport.  We hope these comments are useful.
   Your sincerely,
    LILLIAN BURNS,

    Convenor


